Proceedings of the Royal Society of Medicine 38 [June 17, 1947] An "cedema-like" swelling is present on the anterior aspect of both legs between the knees and ankles, spreading on to the posterolateral surface in its lower part. The area is pale reddish-brown with prominent follicles and a few coarse hairs. The upper limit shows a gradual transition from normal skin to the swollen area. The lower margin, however, is sharply demarcated, and shows the maximum swelling of 4 to 5 mm. The area is firm and does not pit on pressure. At the side the transition to normal skin is irregular and there are many small round lesions of similar tissue. A rather more elevated area in the centre of the lesion in the right leg is at the site of injury in 1943.
Investigations Comment.-This is a case of extensive localized pretibial myxomatous degeneration, occurring three years after partial thyroidectomy for thyrotoxicosis.
Dr. F. Parkes Weber: This is one of those cases which should appear in an international atlas of dermatology. It is so striking and yet so typical in every way. The mucinous plaques over the shins are of extreme degree. The patient has had thyrotoxicosis and has been operated for it. A permanent record is needed for teaching purposes.
Dr. Lipman Cohen: The one atypical feature in this patient is the degree of pinkness of the lesion which is usually much more yellow, rather like pigskin. Epidermolysis Bullosa Dystrophica (with "Albo-papuloid Dystrophy" of Pasini).-C. H. WHITTLE, M.D., and A. LYELL, M.B. F. R. a farm labourer, aged 43. History of sores on the back and the legs which are said to have started after vaccination at the age of 6 months. They have been present on and off ever since.
Family history (not completed).-Two sisters have similar sores though less severe. When he was first seen nine years ago the lesions were typical on the legs and on the shoulders, with large blisters leaving sores which healed slowly. Two years ago he had superimposed sepsis which masked the picture so much that the diagnosis of epidermolysis bullosa was not considered until his original notes were turned up. There was severe chronic ulceration on the left leg and the shoulder. Hmemolytic strep. and Staph. aureus were obtained in abundance in cultures.
The condition has waxed and waned so that at times he has been almost completely free of blisters; in addition there are curious scars on the trunk quite different from those on the shoulders and legs. These are circular and oval, white, crinkled, rather papery areas varying from 1 to 4 cm. in diameter, of uniform consistency and occurring in large numbers. They have been present for as long as he can remember and he is positive that they are not the result of blisters. In these white areas the skin is thinner and feels soft.
